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Adani or Nemo?  
At the end of 2015 Westpac promised that they'd do their bit to limit global warming to below two degrees 
but they are still funding projects that expand coal, oil and gas use in Australia and elsewhere. They are 
the only major Australian bank that hasn't distanced itself from funding Adani's massive Queensland coal 
mine.  
 
So well done to the 70+ people who attended last Friday’s protest at Albury's Westpac branch - you sent 
your message loud and clear! Branch manager Paul Gow is doing his best to pass on our sentiments to 
senior decision-makers but in the meantime we're shining a light on Westpac's deficiencies. Massive 
thank you to Tracey Esler for her sterling effort in organising such a successful rally, to Rosie Saxton and 
Damian Gill for their heartfelt speeches and to three former mayors - Mary Fraser, Claire Douglas and Ali 
Pockley - for their stamp of approval!  
 
Here's a clip with highlights of the event: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GNGnDrn2nOo&feature=youtu.be  
 
Plus some photos on the WATCH Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/wodongaandalburytowardclimatehealth/photos/pcb.1267610399998932/12676
06843332621/?type=3&theater 
 
Letter to the editor  
Well done to Rod Sangster for his letter to the BM:  
http://www.bordermail.com.au/story/4538339/letters-to-the-editor/?cs=14 
 
Market Forces – send a message to Westpac 
Westpac has been under immense pressure from a number of environmental groups including WATCH. 
Help us ramp that pressure up. Send Westpac a message today, asking them to live up to their two 
degree commitment by ruling out finance to new fossil fuels.  
 
Albury protest against Carmichael coal mine in defence of the Great Barrier Reef  
http://www.bordermail.com.au/story/4532698/defending-great-barrier-reef-on-the-border/?cs=11 
 
Adani coal mine is a public health catastrophe - Border Mail 
http://www.bordermail.com.au/story/4487177/adani-coal-mine-is-a-public-health-catastrophe/ 
 
Year-on-year bleaching threatens Great Barrier Reef's World Heritage status 
https://theconversation.com/year-on-year-bleaching-threatens-great-barrier-reefs-world-heritage-status-
74606 
 
Energy issues 
So much happening! These thoughts from several commentators provide a variety of different 
perspectives on this fast moving topic of conversation. 
  
Michelle Grattan - Turnbull turns to water as power debate fires up 
https://theconversation.com/grattan-on-friday-turnbull-turns-to-water-as-power-debate-fires-up-74696 
 
Andrew Blakers - Australia's energy debate shifts  
http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/saturdayextra/energy-debate/8364724 
 
Waleed Aly - Phoney energy crisis merely a ploy to access off-limits gas 
http://www.smh.com.au/comment/phoney-energy-crisis-merely-a-ploy-to-access-offlimits-gas-20170315-
guz8pb.html 
 
Ross Garnaut – ‘Old energy interests' and politics hit energy transition 
http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/breakfast/old-energy-interests-and-politics-hit-energy-
transition/8362474 
 
Clarke and Dawe absolutely nail the Australian energy debate 
http://reneweconomy.com.au/clarke-and-dawe-absolutely-nail-the-australian-energy-debate-28852/ 
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Good news in Victoria! 
Victoria becomes first state to ban fracking 
The Victorian government has passed a bill in parliament that bans all onshore fracking in the state in a 
move labelled as a ‘win for regional Victoria’: http://www.huffingtonpost.com.au/2017/03/07/victoria-
becomes-first-state-to-ban-fracking/ 
 
Victorian Climate Change Act 
The Victorian parliament passed into law a new Victorian Climate Change Act. The Act establishes the 
framework for eliminating greenhouse pollution in Victoria over coming decades. More details here: 
http://www.delwp.vic.gov.au/environment-and-wildlife/climate-change 
 
Feed in tariffs 
The Victorian Government has announced a fairer price for rooftop solar. From 1 July, the minimum feed-
in price that households receive for their exported solar will more than double from 5c to 11.3c per kWh. 
Click here to share on Facebook. 
 
Ecoportal 
http://www.ecoportal.net.au   
Ecoportal is your online directory, listing groups and events for sustainable living in Albury-Wodonga, 
North East Victoria and Southern New South Wales.  
 
March http://ecoportal.net.au/events/2017-03/ 
 
April http://ecoportal.net.au/events/2017-04/ 
 
Follow Ecoportal on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Ecoportal.net.au?fref=nf 
 
Living Lightly 
More articles needed! 
Living Lightly is published every Wednesday in the Border Mail and also on the Ecoportal website 
www.ecoportal.net.au/articles/.  These popular articles are 380 words long and cover a multitude of topics. 
Karen Bowley has requested that you keep sending her your articles so this popular column is able to 
continue. Please email them to kbowley53@gmail.com  
 
Some recent articles: 

• Adani and Westpac By Tracey Esler  
 

• ‘Bringing the Light” By Richard Paschke, Wangaratta 
 

• Volunteering By Lizette Salmon, Repair Café Albury-Wodonga coordinator 
 

• Climate as a Common Good By Karen Bowley, WATCH and Wooragee Landcare 
 
Touching the earth 
Bhutanese Community Farm – volunteers wanted 
The team is seeking volunteers keen to garden in the lovely riverside setting of the farm on Gateway 
Island. Volunteers assist on weekdays between 9am and 2.30pm. Please contact 
farm@parklands-alburywodonga.org.au or phone 0260236714 
 
Seed Savers Albury Wodonga 
We're relocating our base from Thurgoona to Wodonga. More details here. We're also pleased to 
announce our calendar of 2017 events is now available. We hope we've created an exciting program of 
opportunities that you'll be keen to join in! See it here on our website. 
 
Renewable energy  
Community Energy Congress 2017 - Partnerships, Photos and Presentations 
Great to see so many from our regional community energy groups attending this event! See the Congress 
website here for links to audio, video and slide presentations. Here is a photo of the RAW Energy team 
getting very excited to see their name on the map! 
https://www.facebook.com/1628745107358278/photos/a.1701857486713706.1073741828.162874510735
8278/1927763067456479/?type=3&theater 
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How Denmark's Samsø became the World’s first 100% Renewable Energy Island 
Søren Hermanson was a recent speaker at the Sustainable Living Festival and the Community Energy 
Congress, as well as managing a whistle stop trip to Yack. His TEDx Copenhagen talk is definitely worth 
watching: http://energy.anu.edu.au/news-events/how-denmark%E2%80%99s-sams%C3%B8-became-
world%E2%80%99s-first-100-renewable-energy-island 
 
Climate Council report on solar 
The Climate Council has released a report on Solar. It finds that the costs of large scale solar are now less 
than new coal as costs have dropped rapidly. It also finds that this year will be significant for solar with 20 
large-scale plants to be built. 
 
Reduce, re-use, recycle, repair, recover…. 
Garbage into Gold - Yack Folk Festival, March 24- 26 
Waste streams will be sorted so that recycling and composting are maximised and land fill is minimised. 
Come and check out the Halve Waste and Resource Recovery stand! http://yackfolkfestival.com/ 
 
Internal drive to open up window  
Great idea! Unwanted monitors for refugee families: 
http://www.bordermail.com.au/story/4521161/internal-drive-to-open-up-window/?cs=11 
 
Repair Cafe Albury-Wodonga, Saturday 1st April, Gateway Village, 10am-1pm,  
http://ecoportal.net.au/event/repair-cafe-11-2-2/ 
On 4th February we had 73 visitors, 90 broken items and an excellent 82% fix-it rate. Nineteen helpers 
(including 15 repairers) helped divert 94kg from landfill. Yay to all involved!  
 
Can pop-up 'repair cafes' save broken gadgets and solve growing waste levels? 
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-03-07/can-pop-up-repair-cafes-solve-growing-waste-
levels/8329836?WT.tsrc=Facebook_Organic 
 
From kerbside yellow bins to the recycling plant: What happens to your rubbish?  
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-03-15/from-kerbside-yellow-bins-to-the-recycling-facility/8352310 
 
Plastic! 
REDcycle - recycling soft plastics   
REDcycle provides an opportunity to recycle soft plastics that can’t be put into our recycling bins. The 
nearest outlet in our region is at Chiltern Post Office. The bin is outside so it’s easy to drop off your load: 
http://redcycle.net.au/redcycle/how-to-redcycle 
 
Microfibres – The story of stuff 
Synthetic fabrics like polyester have a big hidden problem. When they’re washed, they release trillions of 
tiny plastic bits—called microfibers—that flow down our drains, through our water treatment plants, and 
out into our rivers, lakes and oceans. Here’s a new 2-minute movie, The Story of Microfibers. The Story of 
Microfibers is out now! 
 
Bagging those bags 
Congratulations to IGA for showing local leadership with its commitment to ban plastic bags in its East 
Albury and Springdale stores if the NSW government does not introduce a statewide bag ban. 
http://www.bordermail.com.au/story/4500233/bags-to-get-axe-at-iga/?cs=11 
 
Plastic not so fantastic for our communities  
http://www.bordermail.com.au/story/4496543/plastic-not-so-fantastic-for-our-communities/?cs=14 
 
ABC Four Corners ‘Oceans of Plastic’ Monday 27th February  
How many of us know what happens to that plastic when we throw it away? 
http://www.abc.net.au/4corners/stories/2017/02/27/4624878.htm 
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Border Mail articles 
Slow moving catastrophe calls for some fast action  
Great opinion piece from TRY’s Matthew Charles-Jones: 
http://www.bordermail.com.au/story/4505418/slow-moving-catastrophe-calls-for-some-fast-action/?cs=14 
 
You say renewable, he says undoable 
Here's an article written after Matthew Canavan’s recent visit to Wodonga and include his comments 
about TRY and renewable energy. http://www.bordermail.com.au/story/4486552/you-say-renewable-he-
says-undoable/?cs=11 
 
Defence of town in solar fantasy 
Good to read comments by WATCH member David Macilwain. And great to see Cathy McGowan come 
out in defence of TRY: http://www.bordermail.com.au/story/4490453/defence-of-town-in-solar-
fantasy/?cs=11 
 
Wholesale power prices have doubled since the carbon tax was axed 
Perhaps Malcolm Turnbull should bear this is mind! 
http://www.bordermail.com.au/story/4519333/wholesale-power-prices-have-doubled-since-the-carbon-tax-
was-axed/?cs=12 
 
More climate news 
‘The Age of Consequences’, ABC Four Corners 20th March 
Four Corners brings you the views of distinguished former members of the US military and senior policy 
makers who warn that climate change is not only real, it's a threat to global security. 
http://www.abc.net.au/4corners/stories/2017/03/20/4637278.htm 
 
Despair is not an option when it comes to climate change – Tim Winton 
http://www.theage.com.au/comment/despair-is-not-an-option-when-it-comes-to-climate-change-20170312-
guwguk.html 
 
Climate Institute announces closure, citing lack of funding to continue  
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-03-09/climate-institute-announces-closure-due-to-lack-of-funds/8340600 
 
On a lighter note… 
More Clarke and Dawe: A masterclass in leadership  
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-03-02/clarke-and-dawe:-a-masterclass-in-leadership/8319066 
 
Coal-fired politicians - Leunig 
Couldn’t resist this! 
http://www.leunig.com.au/works/recent-cartoons/724-coal-fired 
 
Thanks again to everyone who has provided content for this newsletter. Next edition is due out on 
Wednesday 26thApril.  
 
WATCH meetings 
WATCH meets every second month in central Albury. We offer plenty of opportunities to take positive 
action. Find out more by attending one of our friendly meetings. The next one is on Tuesday 4th April at 
6pm. Please RSVP to Lizette on 60 59 4185 to be advised of the venue. 
 
WATCH website 
Please check our website: www.watch.id.au  
And follow us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/wodongaandalburytowardclimatehealth  
 
WATCH email address:  watch.albwod@gmail.com 
 
Warm regards, 
 
Jenny Davies 
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