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All ten Albury Council above the line candidates have responded to a climate change survey conducted by non-

partisan advocacy group Wodonga and Albury Towards Climate Health (WATCH) and 60% of them gave climate 

action the highest possible priority score when asked to rate it on a five point scale.  

The tickets led by David Thurley and the Greens’ Amanda Cohn gave climate action a high priority, stressing its 

urgency and need for leadership, with Dr Cohn saying ‘it is critical we act as quickly and as strongly as we can’.  

Kevin Mack was also strongly in favour of policies to reduce climate pollution, reflecting on the importance of 

policies already introduced by Council such as divestment from fossil fuels, the three bin system and the 

installation of photovoltaics on all Council facilities. Henk van de Ven expressed similar sentiments, indicating 

he had been a driver of change in many such Council initiatives but concluding ‘we can do more’. 

Ruth Davys believes renewable energy is ‘better for everything, the environment, our health, our earth. It’s 

sustainable and I want to address dangerous climate change’. 

Many candidates recognised the benefit of policies to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and expressed 

concern for future generations if climate change was left unchecked, with Country Labor’s Darren Cameron 

stating ‘climate change is real and I fear for the future of our children’. 

Candidates expressed a range of ideas for future climate policies including suggestions to reduce transport 

emissions, such as Kevin Mack’s proposal for a linear bus system to encourage reliable public transport on 

both sides of the border and David Thurley’s intention to advocate for hybrid or electric cars when small fleet 

cars that operate in and around Albury are to be replaced.  

Dr Cohn pointed to the example being set by the proposed solar farm at Wangaratta, saying she would seek 

and encourage investment in large renewable energy projects to be built in Albury and advocate for new 

housing developments to meet strict environmental guidelines.  

Alice Glachan referenced the Council’s Albury 2030 plan, saying that to ensure a sustainable future for our city, 

‘we should seek to move towards more sustainable and cost effective types of energy, as well as 

development’.  

Gerard Van Emmerik favoured transitioning from fossil fuels towards clean energy and supported zero waste 

policies, stating ‘there are strong regional examples of moves towards zero to landfill so I would encourage 

Council to investigate and learn from these businesses with the ultimate aim of reaching this goal as soon as 

possible’. 

Most candidates supported a transition to clean energy although Bert Eastoe was circumspect, stating climate 

action ‘cannot be at any price … it is most important that there is a strategic response that is adopted by all 

levels of government.’ 

Emily Lightfoot from the Albury Citizens and Ratepayers Movement did not express her group’s views on 

climate change but indicated her ‘door was always open’ to ideas. She had, however, been in favour of the 

free offer for Tesla electric car charging stations.  

To see the candidates full written responses to survey questions visit watch.id.au 
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