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WODONGA COUNCIL CANDIDATES 2016 – CLIMATE CHANGE SURVEY RESPONSES 

Wodonga Council candidates were emailed four climate change questions in September 2016. 

The following candidates were emailed but did not respond:  

Adam Koster  
Anna Speedie 
Ben Clifton 

Christopher Rogers 
Danny Lowe 
David Johnston 

Dawn George 
Geoffrey Butt 
John Watson 

Libby Hall  
Michael Fraser 
Ray Snell 

Ron Mildren 
Peter Smith (declined) 

 
RESPONSES FROM CANDIDATES (in alphabetical order of first name) 
 
* Q4. How you rate the importance of climate action on a five point scale, where one indicates climate action is a low priority and five indicates it’s a high priority. 
 
 
Candidate 
Name 

Q1. Do you support an urgent transition away 
from polluting fossil fuels towards clean 
energy? 

Q2. In order to address dangerous climate change, how 
will you use your position on council to ensure council 
moves towards zero pollution?  

Q3. Do you personally care about cutting pollution, 
supporting clean energy and addressing dangerous 
climate change? Why? 

Q4. Climate 
action 
rating* 

Alison Reed Yes, unreservedly. Advocate for a review of councils carbon footprint and 
green energy policies to ensure council makes a 
commitment to addressing climate change and is doing 
what it can and leading from the front! 
Ensure the RAW (Renewable Albury Wodonga) initiative 
is supported, funded and effective toward encouraging 
conversations, partnerships and investments in 
Wodonga toward solar energy and showing leadership in 
this area to encourage our community, business and 
industry to make a commitment towards reducing their 
carbon emissions and improving their sustainability 
practices. 
Advocate for Wodonga council to support, facilitate and 
encourage residents, ratepayers and businesses to 
discuss and educate about climate change and practical 
ways to start addressing it locally. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Yes, as I believe we all as individuals can make a 
difference in our daily living, consumption, 
businesses, discussions, leadership and advocacy for 
change toward cleaner energy use and less polluting 
ways to live and work in our community, for the 
health of future generations. 

5 
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Candidate 
Name 

Q1. Do you support an urgent transition away 
from polluting fossil fuels towards clean 
energy? 

Q2. In order to address dangerous climate change, how 
will you use your position on council to ensure council 
moves towards zero pollution?  

Q3. Do you personally care about cutting pollution, 
supporting clean energy and addressing dangerous 
climate change? Why? 

Q4. Climate 
action 
rating* 

Ant Packer We borrow the land from our grandchildren and 
have a responsibility to hand it over to them in a 
better state that we started. Despite the politics 
in pricing of fossil fuels (our energy suppliers 
and petroleum suppliers) Australian people in 
business and community are leading the way 
with renewable fuels, energy, tri-generation, 
etc. People power is what will tip the scales and 
the "can do" attitude of Wodonga's people will 
make it happen. Getting involved at a leadership 
level within Government has got to help. The 
more severe weather impacts our region has 
experienced in recent years is testimony of the 
need for urgent transition. Conversations are 
key to building more resilient, responsive and 
innovative ways forward. The more we talk and 
share locally and across this region, the more 
opportunities we create to do things differently. 
 

One of the key reasons I am standing for Council is 
because of the urgency of leadership to respond and 
adapt to climate change. There is only so much that can 
be done from "outside" of Government. Things I will 
advocate for include sustainability initiatives to shift to 
renewables, reduce / reuse water; waterwise gardens / 
parks, halve our waste again (listening to local residents, 
there is strong support to do even more!); incorporate 
sustainability into all aspects of roads and capital 
projects so we are investing in capital infrastructure that 
is procured locally, reduces inputs, impacts and does not 
cost future generations more to maintain. I will also 
advocate to make getting around on a mobility scooter, 
bike or by foot both easier and mainstream. 

I try to live consistent with my principles with a 
water-wise garden; waterwise shower-heads; LED 
lighting throughout the house; chooks and a 
mulching mower (which means no green waste); feed 
3 times as much power into the grid as we use from 
our solar panels; cycling has been my main 
commuter mode of travel for 3 decades; my after 
hours passions are human-powered (paddling, 
walking, cross country skiing, cycling and landcare) 
and shop local (reduce food miles). 

5 

Brian 
Mitchell 

It is essential that we move to cleaner forms of 
fuel. Just how fast this can be achieved depends 
greatly on major infrastructure change. 
Traditionally this has always moved slowly. I 
support sensible change that leads to positive 
results. 
 

Common sense approaches to everything. Recycling, 
sustainable development, clean environment education 
in schools, anti litter campaigns. The list goes on. 

Yes. I consider myself to be a person who has been 
entrusted to ensure that my part of the world that is 
handed to future generations, is in a better condition 
than what was handed to me. 

4 

Galvin 
Dunlop 

Yes I do. I am passionate about this subject. We 
need to stop burying our head in the sand and 
take action against climate change. We only 
have one planet and we all need to take 
responsibility for our actions. We need to learn 
from our mistakes and take the appropriate 
actions in order to rectify our mistakes. 

I am totally behind the halve waste initiative that the 
council has adopted. I would like to see further programs 
such as this. I would like to see green waste bins in 
public areas. I believe that this would further reduce our 
carbon footprint. City of Wodonga also needs to invest 
in recycling soft plastics, currently to my knowledge we 
cannot recycle or reuse thin plastics at the transfer 
station. 

Yes I do care about cutting pollution and creating a 
cleaner and environmentally friendly society. Some 
people think that climate change should be primarily 
addressed at the global stage. However it is my belief 
that if we are truly concerned with climate change 
we need to address it at a local and individual level. 
We can all make some small changes in our day to 
day lifestyles that have a positive effect on the 
climate. 
 
 
 
 
 

4 
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Candidate 
Name 

Q1. Do you support an urgent transition away 
from polluting fossil fuels towards clean 
energy? 

Q2. In order to address dangerous climate change, how 
will you use your position on council to ensure council 
moves towards zero pollution?  

Q3. Do you personally care about cutting pollution, 
supporting clean energy and addressing dangerous 
climate change? Why? 

Q4. Climate 
action 
rating* 

Kat Bennett I absolutely support a transition away from 
polluting fossil fuels. 
We need to examine our grid infrastructure not 
just the source, we need to consider our 
distribution of energy and examine the 
possibility of community projects that enable 
our community members to take up renewable 
energy, like what we are seeing in Totally 
Renewable Yackandandah.  
We also need to consider the energy going in to 
our housing development and what role and 
scope Wodonga Council plays in this. 

Renewable energy is a way that Wodonga can "buy 
local" when it comes to their energy consumption. I 
support the education of our community on the 
importance of moving to renewable energy sources, as 
well as the activation of our local industry to do so.  
Energy is one concern we need to address but waste in 
another. Wodonga has recently moved to a three big 
system which has enabled the diversion from landfill to 
reach as high as 43%. This is a huge achievement!! Again 
this comes back to community education on the purpose 
of the bin system and why we're doing this.  
Our not for profit sector also needs our support, there 
are many not for profit based associations across 
Wodonga doing incredible work to support our 
environment and we need to support them to continue 
this important work.  
I will be closely following what the Indigo Shire is 
planning in terms of reducing plastics from their shire, 
and I would like to see Wodonga consider this, whilst at 
the same time supporting local business.  
I also support community strengthening and suburb 
activation initiatives, that have a focus of protecting the 
environment, such as community gardens. 
 

I believe that the natural environment in Wodonga is 
one of our greatest assets, we live in one of the most 
beautiful places in Australia and we need to protect 
that for future generations. So yes, I do care about 
cutting pollution.  
On a personal level, I do what I can to help the 
environment. I walk/ride to work, avoid plastic where 
possible, shop locally and where possible buy food 
with low food miles, buy ethically made products, 
use energy efficient products and repurpose 
old/broken clothing, furniture, household products. 

5 

Lubosh 
Hanuska 

Yes, I am a strong supporter of change that has 
to start from every individual's efforts to reduce 
their own carbon footprint. However, as a 
member of the Wodonga City Council I will 
support initiatives such as RAW that can lead to 
more sustainable use of resources. 

I already am a strong supporter of Council's initiatives 
such as Halve Waste as an active participant in activities 
they sponsor such as the Repair Café. I will use my 
position on Council to promote these initiatives and 
make sure more residents have a chance to participate 
in them, perhaps through school programs and 
Neighbourhood Centres. 

Yes. Cutting pollution, reusing and recycling all items 
that me and my family consume is very important - 
my teenage children can probably talk about that 
further... As many people who know me can attest I 
try to limit my own use of the car and ride a bicycle 
wherever possible. My personal motto is to "Be The 
Change" (borrowed from Gandhi). 
 

5 

Richard 
Shannon 

Clean energy is a good thing and if it helps 
create jobs along the way it can't be a bad thing 

Through the correct channels and talking with the 
correct people to address the issue 

Everybody has a role to play and every little bit helps 
making people aware of what's going on is the first 
step. 
 
 
 
 
 

3 
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Candidate 
Name 

Q1. Do you support an urgent transition away 
from polluting fossil fuels towards clean 
energy? 

Q2. In order to address dangerous climate change, how 
will you use your position on council to ensure council 
moves towards zero pollution?  

Q3. Do you personally care about cutting pollution, 
supporting clean energy and addressing dangerous 
climate change? Why? 

Q4. Climate 
action 
rating* 

Tim Quilty The only clean energy sources that are actually 
viable at this time are Hydro and Nuclear. I'm a 
big fan of both.  
Anyone who doesn't embrace those two is 
either not really concerned about climate 
change, or not all that bright - because there are 
no other viable solutions at this time. There 
might be a niche for Tidal generation in some 
situations. Wind and Solar are pretty much a 
scam. If you're irrational and anti-science, don't 
vote for me. 
 

I won't. Nothing Wodonga Council can do will have any 
impact. I don't propose to waste ratepayers money on 
useless things. Climate change is not a local government 
issue. 

I'm a lukewarmist. Reducing CO2 output would be a 
good thing to do. But I'm not prepared to do that at 
the cost of forcing up the price of energy and pushing 
people into poverty. When we have viable 
replacement energy sources I'll be on board. And 
when "green" scammers stop pushing wind and 
solar, I'll know they take the issues seriously as well. 

2.5 

Trevor 
White 

Yes I support this, but understand the difficulties 
and time this change will take. 

By applying renewable energy concepts to strategic 
council decisions. 

Yes I do , I have installed solar panels on my house, 
and I am working on wind turbine designs for urban 
installations. 
 

5 

Veronique 
Janel 

Yes absolutely, I fully support moving towards 
renewable energy ASAP 

Council has already divested their investments away 
from coal linked funds but probably can do more. The 
replacement of street lighting is also underway and a 
good move. Maybe reduce the number of Council cars 
and their size? Also put a strong emphasis on bringing 
renewable energy projects here, such as large scale 
solar, and support community groups that are trying to 
launch community-owned renewable energy projects (ie 
RAW) 

Yes I do, I have the largest number of solar panel on 
my house that my electricity provider let me have 
We recycle everything and donate all the good we no 
longer use rather than throw them away. 
I'm mostly concerned about severe events that seem 
to happen more and more such as bushfires, severe 
storms and floods. 
Whilst mitigation is important I support community 
adaptation in this area as I find it is easier to relate 
with everyone in that space, even the sceptics. 
 

4.5 

 

 


